From the Lancashire Evening Post, 02 August 2007 

Retirement complex to boost housing scheme

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=An artis" 

One of Lancashire's newest housing projects is to include a £30m retirement village, developers have revealed.  Oakbridge Retirement Villages has announced it plans to develop a 200-home purpose-built site at Buckshaw Village, between Chorley and Leyland.

The development will offer a range of retirement accommodation options and facilities will include cinema, library, gym and bowling green, as well as a hair and beauty salon, a pet shop and a restaurant.

Officials said work on the site in the centre of the village was now under way and it is hoped it will be complete by autumn 2008.

Oakbridge sales director, Irene Heffernan, said: "The wide range of facilities and the three distinct communities means residents can be as active or as relaxed as they choose. However, we also recognise that help is sometimes needed to pursue this lifestyle and we can offer a solution. We are here to make sure all residents live life to the full, whatever their needs."

The village will be split into three "distinct living concepts" tailored to the needs of different residents. They are:

The Court – An independent living facility giving residents benefits of owning their own homes with access to facilities;

The Grange – Assisted living home with on-site domiciliary care team offering "a comfortable lifestyle" for those requiring day-to-day assistance;

The Lodge – Supported living offering professional support services, including caring for Alzheimer's sufferers and related illnesses, with facilities including a cafe, a pet shop and a cinema.

The site will be divided into one and two-bedroom studios and apartments with the option for people to rent or buy.

It follows the start of work on the UK's biggest purpose-built retirement village at the former Pontins holiday camp in Middleton, near Heysham. The £100m scheme will offer 650 new homes for over 55s. 

